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UM STARTS NEW GRADUATE PROGRAM IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana soon will offer a new instructional program leading to a 
Master in Public Health degree. Once accredited, U M ’s MPH program will be the only one of 
its kind in Montana and the surrounding states.
The program will focus on rural and global health issues as it educates and prepares 
professionals for public health research and practice in Montana, rural America and developing 
countries around the world.
Scheduled to begin in the 2005-06 academic year, the program will embrace the core 
competencies required for a successful public health program, including courses in 
epidemiology, biostatistics, social and behavioral sciences, health services administration and 
environmental health sciences.
Approval of the new MPH program and a related course of study leading to a 
Certificate in Public Health came at the March meeting of the state Board of Regents, which 
governs the Montana University System.
The MPH degree will require 36 graduate credit hours of instruction, while the 
Certificate in Public Health will be awarded to students completing 12 credits selected from
-more-
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among those required for the MPH degree.
As part of UM’s College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences, the MPH 
program will leverage UM’s academic programs in environmental health sciences, biomedical 
sciences, psychology, political science, business administration, health education, social work 
and environmental sciences, including recent additions to the faculty in biostatistics and 
epidemiology.
The program will use distance learning technology to help healthcare practitioners 
across Montana develop new competencies to address the growing health problems facing our 
state, nation and world.
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